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inquiries.1 1'crhnp.i the Irish negotiation, which was Inntied mi loo fnal, hml given him pause. Meanwhile, however, Ki.uue h-.ul gained nntithcr .success hy imposing IUT mediation mi tin- Km-peror Joseph II .and the, Dutch (tnvernmenl anil srlllin:* the disputes between them. AH appeared in ihr prrvimis rlupler, this Ircaly led In ihr cnnduslnn of an alliance (i*»th November 1/85) both political and commercial, with the Hinted I'mvina-s, which emphasized the isolation nf Kngland and srtiurd iho Dutch mnrl<et>! fur Krance,. Thus the delay in meeting i\w ail-Vfinccfl of Vi'rgeiiiH'.i liad hern dmiliiy prrjudinal m Hrlllnh iuLcreslH, and it mn*l l>c cnnl'rsircl that I'ill'.n tfcfiuf in l''.uiupcaii dtploinncy was f.tr fruin brilliaiit.
If, hnw'rvcr, U't' Iniik inln drtaiN. wr find lhat ('nrrn.irthrn hiunprrc'd tin: nrfjiitialinm al ihr nutirt )iy rrfiiNin^ In tic'crpt the " intcit favunrrd nation " Imsis n|' nt'Koli'ition, «i»l 'iy throw. ii)^; "ti I-'nuicr I In* rrspiinsiliilily f«»r nut pr(ipn«iiiij,j Miinr"prar-licalilc!" schriiu!. On l.jth Oclchcr 17X5 hr wwlc In Mallr-j that Orciil Itrilain very much tlcnim! a catnmprci.il trraly wiih iM'tutcc, and wiw wnilin^ for "specific prnposaN" rrmn hrr; and n^niit, on «|lh November, that innltc-rs -u-riiH-d luiprilf<i, tiwlnn to Knyncvnl1* olwllnnle nclhrrt?nee la his nriVhiJil *tclif mr.* Thin peclimtlc conduct was ftisl qricldNin^ tliti whule nfTnlr In n vIciotiH circle;. Meanwhile tht* snndH (tf ilmt! were running nut: nnd It necmccl that Knglanrl would he left fritMidlri". and at the mercy of any cnmincrdid arraii^fincnl which 1'Vantr chn^e to enforce after the close of the year. It In .slnin^r that I'iu did not ins hi on the furtherance of a matin which hr jud(;n| i<> be "of great rialinnal importance'."' Hut hit only tirp fur tlic present wan i« write a letter, Nigiifd by Carrniirihrn. a-ikin;,', lnr an cxlcn.sltin of time beyond the nid i»l thai year. In reply Vcrgennes uxprrssed lite siUMlu< lion nf J.MIIIH XVI that Urr.it Ilritain WAN seriously desirous of framing n rnrninm'UI trenty nnd ^rmUetl six monthi' exlcitNitnt of lirne,* A year WAI finally granted.
Nulwilhstnnding this further proof of Vcrgcnnf«' gnntl will, Die negnilniion began under cnncliiionn in urtf<tvour.d)le Ui (irr.it nn Ui cull  fur n skilled negutiatcir ; but, lha cwrerr *»f
1 Cnrnmrllien i" Kiltn, ylh Dcrrmlirr 17^5 (II. M. Atltl, M.SS, * I'iu MSS., jj.v
J I'm tit Kilen, iiili December 17^5, In " AuckUml Jnurnah.** (, Ui t'nniuirllicii, mb l>pf pinlttr 1785, in 1'ili MHH.,                       ' Ilulenviil, 39   l.etut* .XIV cnmotitsil l« (Jtia.r Im.-cn, tin- nrxi nlcp will be io bniijt thn war into
